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About CAPPD

Formed in 1997, CAPPD is an all-party group open to all sitting Senators and Members of Parliament. CAPPD provides a
forum for the exchange of ideas on population, sexual and reproductive health, human rights, and development issues.
Distinct from other parliamentary associations at the Parliament of Canada, CAPPD is one of 17 parliamentary
associations throughout the world with a mandate to ensure that governments keep the commitments to reproductive
health and women’s rights made at the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo,
Egypt.

CAPPD is run by an elected Executive Committee comprised of Senators and Members of Parliament. It is governed by a
constitution and holds Annual General Meetings. At its core, CAPPD works to:

e Raise parliamentarians’ awareness of population, sexual and reproductive health, human rights and
development issues through participation in study tours, international conferences, expert seminars and public
events

e Advocate for the full implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the Beijing Platform for Action

e Consult with Government agencies, civil society, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and other
international agencies and parliamentarians from other countries to assess support for relevant development
goals

e Promote cooperation among other parliamentary networks working on related issues

Our Work

e Annual Canadian launch of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) annual State of the World Population
Report on Parliament Hill

e Organization of various parliamentary events on issues related to sexual and reproductive rights, gender
equality and development

e Send delegations to International Parliamentarians Conference on the Implementation (IPCl) of the ICPD, and
other relevant events

e Coordination of briefings with CAPPD members by high-level UN officials

e Collaboration with House of Commons Standing Committees in support of studies related to sexual and
reproductive health and rights (both domestically and globally)

e Delivery of statements and questions in the House and Senate regarding Canada’s support for related areas of
work

e Regular submission of Questions to the Order Paper regarding Canada’s development and foreign policy
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CAPPD Secretariat

Action Canada for Sexual Health and Rights (Action Canada) is the Secretariat for CAPPD. Action Canada is a progressive,
pro-choice charitable organization committed to advancing and upholding sexual and reproductive health and rights in
Canada and globally. www.actioncanadashr.org

Summary of 2023 Activities

The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (CAPPD)’s cross-party membership is
dedicated to advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights in Canada and in the world. CAPPD plays a crucial role
in championing these rights both at home, on Parliament Hill, and abroad, in international fora, especially at a time
when they face increasing threats.

Their efforts are instrumental in shaping policies, generating awareness among elected officials and across government,
and fostering collaboration at key moments to ensure these fundamental rights are upheld. This past year, CAPPD
members actively engaged in both national and international arenas, leveraging their positions to hold governments
accountable for providing access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive healthcare and to safeguard hard-won
rights. They’ve done so by hosting and participating in various events, meetings, and strategy sessions throughout 2022-
2023, striking important conversations, making statements in the House, contributing to knowledge generation,
engaging in capacity building, and ensuring inter-parliamentary cooperation on issues of sexual and reproductive rights.
Here are some key highlights:

Four years after Canada's commitment to women and children's health at Women Deliver, and one year since the
United States Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade we continue to see a landscape of increased challenges to
sexual health and rights worldwide.

In light of this, in June 2023, the Future Planning Initiative, a joint venture of Action Canada for Sexual Health and Rights,
the Canadian Partnership for Women and Children's Health (CanWaCH), Cooperation Canada, Global Canada, Inter
Pares, and Oxfam Canada held a cocktail reception where civil society organizations and government officials came
together to show their shared commitment to ensuring health and well-being for all.

The event was sponsored by the CAPPD and featured remarks by Prime Minister Trudeau, Minister Sajjan, Minister for
International Development, and Maliha Khan, President and CEO of Women Deliver. The event was attended by
parliamentarians, senators, community leaders, and government officials, making the evening a true celebration of
what's possible when we rise together to put the neglected areas of sexual health — contraception, safe abortion access,
comprehensive sexual health education and advocacy - at the heart of Canada's role in the world.

In July 2023, MP Leah Taylor Roy represented the CAPPD at Parliamentary dialogues taking place at Women
Deliver, the largest multi-sectoral convening to advance gender equality. The conference convened over 6000
people in Kigali to discuss solidarity for sustainable solutions on gender equality. The Global Parliamentary
Alliance for Health, Rights and Development (GPA) was held alongside the conference to create space for
parliamentarians to discuss efforts to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically in the
areas of health and human rights.
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The GPA brought together nearly 50 parliamentarians from across the world to discuss issues and exchange good
practices and strategic priorities for gender equality and SRHR, share challenges and success stories that
parliamentarians face when carrying out their legislative duties, and explore how UN agencies can help
parliamentarians facilitate a more efficient, effective, and transparent law-making process in their respective
parliaments.

While there were diverse experiences, there were also many common threads regarding the challenges faced. The
importance of not only ensuring legislation is passed, but also that funding is allocated, and regulations enforced
were issues raised. The commitment to gender equality differed from government to government, but an
unwavering commitment to this goal was shared by all parliamentarians in attendance.

Women Deliver also featured a strong Canadian delegation including the Minister for International Development,
the Minister for Women and Gender Equity and CAPPD Member, MP Arielle Kayabaga.

More information of key takeaways from the conference can be found here.

In November 2022, the world’s population surpassed 8 billion people. Our human family is now larger than ever
before.

This year’s State of the World Population report makes the case for a world in which each individual is free to
choose their reproductive future - a world in which countries build demographic resilience by adapting to
population change, rather than attempting to control it.

In honour of the report release, Action Canada and UNFPA held a virtual panel in February of 2024, which explored
the causes and consequences of racial disparities in reproductive healthcare, identifying effective strategies to
eradicate inequalities and ensure quality healthcare for all. This event was sponsored by the CAPPD.

Read the full report here.

Also in February 2024, the CAPPD celebrated Sexual Health Week. Sexual Health Week is Action Canada's annual
public health campaign and this year the theme was Sexual Health is for Everyone. We all have sexual health. And
just like our physical health and mental health, sexual health is an important aspect of our overall wellbeing.

To celebrate, MP Leah Gazan, MP Leah Taylor Roy, and Senator McPhedran held a parliamentary breakfast on
behalf of the CAPPD. The event created a space to build connections with all those working to support access to
sexual health, both in Canada and around this world. The event co-hosts shared insights from their work and
highlighted the importance of continuing to push for the expansion of our sexual and reproductive rights.

Several parliamentarians also gave statements recognizing sexual health week including CAPPD co-chair, Dr. Hedy
Fry, and CAPPD Director, MP Leah Gazan.
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From March 11-22, 2024, gender justice advocates from around the world travelled to New York for the annual UN
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). This year’s theme focused on addressing poverty and strengthening
financing and institutions with a gender perspective. With hundreds of side events, official proceedings and a nail-
biting finish to adopt Agreed Conclusions, CSW 68 highlighted the need for increased and better-quality funding for
feminist movements and an urgent demand for more equitable global financing measures.

CAPPD co-chair, Senator Marilou McPhedran, and CAPPD Director, Senator Gigi Osler, were both in attendance as
part of the Canadian delegation to CSW.

Read more on what governments committed at this CSW

The 8th International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation (IPCI) of the ICPD Programme of
Action (ICPD) took place from 10-12 April 2024 in Oslo, Norway. The IPCI Conference aims to promote dialogue
among parliamentarians from all regions of the world on the implementation of the ground breaking 1994 ICPD
Programme of Action. IPCI is specifically crafted to generate global political consensus around sexual and
reproductive health and rights (SRHR) which can then be translated into tangible national outcomes in policy,
funding, and accountability. Approximately 300 participants were invited to attend this conference, including over
200 parliamentarians from all regions of the world, representatives from national, regional, and global
parliamentary groups and NGOs.

The CAPPD was represented by CAPPD co-chair Senator Marilou McPhedran who took part in the ceremonial
handover of IPCI from Canada to Norway. Her remarks were a powerful reminder and symbol of encouragement
for parliamentarians to reflect on the commitments made in Ottawa in 2018, and to take stock of the progress
made towards the ICPD Programme of Action since then, as they prepared the agenda for the future.

IPCI was followed by the United Nations Commission on Population and Development on April 29-May 3 2024.
This year marked 30 years since the initial Cairo agreement. The 30-year review (ICPD30) process was conducted
through multiple actors, events, dialogues and platforms, engaging a wide and diverse array of stakeholders,
beyond the formal intergovernmental processes to celebrate 30 years of achievements on sexual and reproductive
health and rights and a growing understanding of the importance and significance of human-centred sustainable
development. It set the stage for a recommitment to the ICPD agenda and positioning of sexual and reproductive
health and rights in the post-2030 sustainable development agenda.

Senator Gigi Osler represented the CAPPD at this UN conference and was joined by Senator Marilou McPhedran
who also spoke on a panel titled Life or Death is a Political Decision where parliamentarians reflected on the IPCI
conference and reaffirmed their commitment to sexual and reproductive health policies.
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Communications
CAPPD releases quarterly newsletters and occasional special updates.

Click here to sign-up for the CAPPD newsletter




